BRISTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Office

Briston Pavilion, Recreation Ground,

Stone Beck Lane, Briston,

Melton Constable NR24 2PS
Telephone: 01263 862638

Email: parish-council@briston-norfolk.org.uk
Website: http://bristonparishcouncil.org/1&1

Minutes of the meeting of Briston Parish Council’s Finance & General Purpose Committee held on Monday 22 June 2020 at 7pm.  Because of the lockdown due to the Coronavirus pandemic this meeting was held on Zoom and members joined from their place of residence.

Present

· Cllr Ian Chilton

Chairman
· Cllr Pete Moulton
Vice Chairman

· Cllr Martyn Barr

· Cllr Mrs Noeleen Woodhouse

· Cllr Mrs Hayley Quinsey

Clerk:
Mrs Jenny English

2020/05
To consider and accept apologies for absence
Cllr Terry Girling

2020/06
To record declarations of interest from members on any items on the agenda

None

2020/07
To approve the minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Committee meeting held on 20 January 2020  

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Quinsey.  Seconded Cllr Chilton.




Approved

2020/08
To discuss the Briston Parish Council online banking
Deferred

Cllrs Edwards and Chilton will sort out card readers.

Action: Cllrs Edwards and Chilton

Cllrs Barr and Pickhaver will continue with the process of getting them as signatories on the bank accounts.

Action: Cllrs Barr and Pickhaver

2020/09
To receive the VAT reclaim forecast for the financial year 2019/2020
The clerk had circulated the list prior to the meeting which was accepted with one query regarding an entry.  The clerk will post the form off.

2020/10  
To review the Briston Parish Council cash/investments at the year end of the financial year 2019/2020
To confirm the reserve target level accruals from the 2019/2020 financial year including expenditure on street light upgrade and any other expenditure
It was agreed to take these two items together 
Cllr Chilton reported that the cash assets at the end of the financial year 2019/2020 was £66,403.28 including the Surveyors Trust Fund.  The clerk, once again reminded him that the Surveyors Trust Fund can only be spent on capital projects and is not part of the parish council assets or reserves.  Cllr Chilton said that it was important to start putting money into the ear marked reserves fund for future work on large items such as resurfacing the Church Street Car Park and the Copeman Centre drive.  He suggested that a figure of approximately £2,000 should be put into reserves each year to cover this type of expenditure.  
Cllr Moulton proposed that £2,600 should be used from the VAT rebate and put into the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Account.  Seconded by Cllr Mrs Woodhouse.

Approved

It was suggested that any money still left should be spent on parish projects and ideas should come from parishioners.

2020/11
To review the current Briston Parish Council liabilities in relation to the solar panel loan and any other outstanding expenditure such as maintenance costs to assets
Cllr Mrs Quinsey had produced a document regarding information on the solar panels on Briston Pavilion including feed in tariffs and maintenance costs.  The clerk had not distributed this to the meeting as she had not received it from the chairman.  The clerk had distributed a list of costings which she had prepared in April with this information.
Cllr Mrs Quinsey had queried a feed in tariff payment for January 2017 with E-on.  The figure what E-on had given her was £1,087.56 which did not tie in with the figure of £647.13 produced by the clerk.  The clerk looked at the feed in tariff payment statement from E-on dated January 2017 and the bank statement for February 2017.  These both showed that the £647.13 had been received from E-on and paid into the bank on 2 February 2017.
Cllr Mrs Quinsey said that any profit from the feed in tariff should go to the Higginbottom Recreational Charity.

Cllr Mrs Quinsey proposed that the Higginbottom Recreational Charity take over the ownership of the solar panels including repayment of the loan and any maintenance costs.  The profits from generation to go to the Higginbottom Recreational Charity and to take place within one month.  Seconded by Cllr Mrs Woodhouse.

Approved

Cllr Chilton will circulate the document prepared by Cllr Mrs Quinsey.

2020/12
To discuss provision of grants to village groups   
It was reported that no village group had asked for a grant for some years.  Cllr Mrs Quinsey proposed that she will rewrite the grants policy to be more flexible.  Seconded by Cllr Moulton.

Approved

A member of the public said that there were two policies, one was for grants and the other was donations and suggested that these need to be amalgamated.

2020/13
To discuss the S137 expenditure per elector for the financial year 2020/2021 
Not needed 

2020/14
To confirm Briston Parish Council account signatories  
Covered under minute number 2020/08.

2020/15
To receive a summary of the financial year 2020/2021 expenditure including fireworks, Christmas lights, play equipment, etc 
Cllr Mrs Quinsey queried the amount that Briston Parish Council had agreed to donate to the fireworks.  It was confirmed that the amount was £500.  Cllr Moulton reported that there had been no fund raising towards this event owing to the Coronavirus pandemic and it may not go ahead.
Cllr Mrs Quinsey asked if more Christmas lights were needed.

It was agreed that a list of planned projects for the current financial year was needed.

It was agreed that a feasibility study of play equipment for Plantation Hill was needed.  It was suggested that if £1,800 was invested over the next three years this would go towards a piece of equipment for Plantation Hill.

Cllr Chilton said that a review of income/expenditure over the last three months was needed and a forecast for the rest of the financial year.

Cllr Mrs Woodhouse asked for a review of all the parish council’s financial documents for the next meeting of the Finance & General Purpose Committee.

2020/16
To discuss provision of a minute secretary for Briston Parish Council committee meetings
The clerk reported that owing to the amount of proposed committee meetings she would not be able to handle all the paperwork for these and asked for the appointment of a minute secretary to take the minutes and produce them.  Cllr Barr asked if an external person could do this.  This is possible but the parish council would have to pay them.

Cllrs Mrs Woodhouse offered to become minute secretary for the Personnel Committee and Cllr Mrs Moulton agreed to become minute secretary for the Allotment Committee.  

The Personnel Committee meeting scheduled for 13 July will be cancelled if it still has to take place on Zoom.

The next parish council meeting is scheduled for 6 July.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm

Signed:

Dated: 
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