Briston Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2020

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S| 2020/404)

The audit of accounts for Briston Parish Gouncll for the year ended 31
March 2020 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountabliity Retum is available for
inspection by any {ccal government elector of the area of Briston Parish

Council on application to:

3.

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ (c) for each

copy of the Annual Govemnance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) W

Date of announcement: (€)

Ao Ocveohen 3080

Notes

This notice and Sectons 1,2 &3
of the AGAR must s published
by 30 Novembar, This must
Include publication on the
smaller authority’s wehsito.
The smelier authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
oxterna auditor report must be
publicly avallabls for § years.

(a) Ingert the name, position and
address of the parsan to whom
logal governmant efectors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{b) tnsert the hours during which

Inspection dghts may be
oxercised

{0) Insert a reasonabie sum for
copying cosis

(d) Inserttha name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insart the date of placing of the
natico




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of:

BRISTON PARIJL Coulice .

our responsibility for ensuring that there is @ sound system of internal control, inclyding arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

~ Aopded

Yes oneansisihis anhony

prepared its accounting stalements in aecordance ‘
with the Accourts and Audit Requlations.

1, We have putin pla arrangements for effactive finangiz!
management during the year, and for the preparation of
tha accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal controf
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud for safequarding the public money and resources in
ant corruption and roviewad its effectiveness. its charge.

% We took all reasonable steps to assure curselves / has only dane what it has the legai power [o do and has

madé proper arrangements and accepted responsibility

that there are no matiers of actual or potential complied with Proper Practices in doing so.
non-complhiance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have s significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority (o conduct its

business or manage its finances. /

4. Wa provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exeicise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audil Regulations,

5, We carrled oul an assessment of tha risks facing this \/ considered and documented the financial and other risks it

during the year gave afl persons inferestsd the opportunity to
snspect and ask questions about this authority's accounis.

authority and took appropriate sleps to manage fhose faces and dealt with them property.
figks, including e introduction of intemal controls andior
external insurance cover where required.

§. We martainad throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audii of the zocounting
records and control systems.,

arranged for e competent person, independent af the financial
contials arid pracadurss, to give an objective viev on whather
interna! controls meet the needs of this smaller authority,

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raisad / responded to mallers brought to its aitention by internal and
in reports from internat and extemal audit. external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or f | disclosed averylhing it should have about its busivess activity
commitmants, events or transactiors, accurring sither curiing the year including events taking place after the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on end if relevant.

this authority and, where apprepriate, have included them
in the zccounting statements.

8. {Fer local 2ouncils anly) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
respansibifities for the fund(s)/assels, innluding
financtal repodting and, if required, independent
axanmination or audi,

\ has met all of its responsibilities where, as a budy
i corporate. it is a sole managing trustee of a local
1 trustor busts,

"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for sach ‘NG response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at & Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority om: approval wag givan:
/ / Chairman / % '

and recorded as minute reference:
Lo90/lOC oo TTRU-Bu oK

gmohther information required by the Transparency Codes {(not part of Annual Governance Statement)
| Authority web address

g INHPs // bvi Stonpaviseo vui]. ovg A€ L
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20
In respect of Briston Parish Council NOG069

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which;

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

¢ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller authority has not addressed the ‘except for’ matters raised by the external auditor when qualifying the prior year annual return.
e  The Council has not restated the Erlor year figures in Boxes 2 and 3, as reported in the prior year External Auditor Report, these
figures should read £42,475 and £26,573, respectively.

¢ The smaller authority is sole managing trustee for the Higginbottom Recreational Charity. A loan made to the charity and
repayments in respect of that loan have been shown in Boxes 10 and 5, respectively, for both years. As per the prior year External
Audit Report, trust transactions and balances should have been removed from Section 2.

Information received from the smaller authority last year indicated that the internal auditor was not independent as they had adjusted the
figures reported for the prior year during 2019/20. The smaller authority should have disclosed that on the Annual Governance Statement this
year by answering ‘No’ to Section 1, Box 6, as reported In the prlor year External Audit Report.

The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the ¥‘ear 2019/20 for the exercise of public rights, by answering ‘Yes'
to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’
to this assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters ralsed in reports from internal and external audit, by
answering ‘Yes' to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not correct.

The AGAR has not been approved in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015:
e The minute references indicate that Section 2 was signed before Section 1.

‘Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the completion of their detailed internal audit report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to significant weaknesses In relation to the
payrall provider incorrectly claiming Employment Allowance which public authorities are exempt from. The smaller authority must ensure tha
action Is taken to address these areas of weakness In a timely manner.

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as amended by 51 2020/404
the Accounts and Audit (Coronaglyus) (Amendm%xt) Regulations 2020 as it failed to make proper provision during the year 2020%1 for the
exercise of public rights, since the approval date was after the start of the period for the exercise of public rights. As a result, the smaller
authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2020/21 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the
exercise of public rights during 2021/22.

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020.

Ex(emal Auditor Name »
Ll - PKFLITTLEJOHNLLP =

Extemnal Auditor Signature P e A Ltﬁ'?ﬁ* S Low Date 24 10/2020

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors' work on limited assurance reviews for 2019/20 in A

udior -
Guidance Note AGN/02: The AGleavaﬂab!efromtheNAOwebsite(wwwnaoorguk) L sy
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